Choptank Road (SR 15) Planning Study
PDC Project Handoff
May 15, 2002

Section 8: Public Involvement

Three public meetings have been held on this project. The first meeting, the Public
Information Workshop, was held on November 15, 2000 and presented information
pertaining to the project goals, described the project planning process and identified the
issues associated with the roadway in its present form. These include failing pavement,
drainage deficiencies, restricted sight distance and a narrow roadway width. Comment
cards were available for attendees to complete. In addition to obtaining general
comments, the comment cards contained specific questions to receive feedback related to
sensitive features along Choptank Road warrant protection or enhancement, concermns or
problems that exist and what improvements should occur along Choptank Road.

The study team reviewed the comments received from the community and incorporated
them into the conceptual design, as appropriate. On March 6, 2001, the Alternates
Workshop was held. During this meeting, two alternate typical sections were presented.
Alternate A provides two 11’ travel lanes and two 5° shoulders. Alternate B provides two
11’ travel lanes, two 2’ shoulders and a shared 10* wide bicycle/pedestrian path offset on
the east side 7° from the edge of the shoulder. Both alternate typical sections are applied
to the same proposed roadway centerline. The centerline differs from the existing
centerline in areas where shifts are needed to avoid environmental and historic impacts
and to improve the overall roadway geometry. Each alternate was designed to improve
drainage and intersections, provide traffic calming and accommodate bicyclist/pedestrian
needs. Roundabouts were proposed for the intersections of Choptank Road at Bethel
Church Road, Churchtown Road and Bunker Hill Road. Information on the
characteristics and operation of roundabouts was available for review. Again, comment
cards were available for attendees to complete. In addition to obtaining general
comments, the comment cards contained specific questions to receive feedback relating
to which alternate was preferred and concerns about the proposed roadway alignment and
roundabouts.

The study team reviewed the comments received from the community and modified the
concept design as appropriate. Based on engineering evaluation, comment received from
the residents and input from regulating agencies and other affected groups, it was
concluded that Alternate A was preferred. On June 4, 2001, the third and final workshop
was held. During this meeting, artistic rendering were presented to show the roadway in
its proposed conditions. Renderings of the Choptank Road intersections with Bethel
Church Road, Churchtown Road and Bunker Hill Road were also shown to illustrate the
appearance of the roundabouts. Alternate A was identifies as the selected alternate. The
project goals were reviewed and checked to ensure that they were met. A summary of the
community’s comments is attached along with the response by the design team.



Delaware Department
=  of Transportation

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
CHOPTANK ROAD (DELAWARE S.R. 15)

Bethel Church Road to Bunker Hill Road

PUBLIC INFORMATION WORKSHOP
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2000

PLEASE PRINT
Please provide the following information if you would like to have someone from the Department
of Transportation contact you directly to discuss your comments. Thank you.

NAME
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

Question No. 1:

What features along Choptank Road and in the area do you find valuable and

should be protected or enhanced?

Question No. 2:

For what reasons do you typically use Choptank Road? (check all that apply)

Access to residence along Choptank Road Business access
Commuting through the area Recreation (bicycling, etc.)
Other

Question No. 3:

Do you have any concerns or problems with Choptank Road as it exists today?
If so, please list.

Question No. 4:

If any, what improvements would you like to see along Choptank Road?




Do you have any additional comments?

Thank you for participating in today’s Public Information Workshop and for
completing this questionnaire. You may turn in your completed questionnaire at
the door upon leaving the meeting or mail it to the Delaware Department of
Transportation.

(fold here)

Delaware Department of Transportation
External Affairs — Choptank Road

P.O. Box 778

Dover, Delaware 19903

(staple or tape here)



Choptank Road (Delaware S.R.15)
Bethel Church Road to Bunker Hill
Public Information Workshop Responses Summary
Wednesday, November 15, 2000

Preferred Alternate Roundabouts

Name : Bunker Hill
1 Petro, Ken 0
2 Meier, Kim 0
3 Wilt, Donn 1
4 Davis, Todd 1
5 Lisinski, Florian, 1
6 Walko, Jamie 1
7 Walko, Jim 1
8 1
9 Morris, Bud 1
10 Factor, George 0
11 Rhoades, James
12 Hudson, Mark 0
13 Hudson, Lisa 0
14 Biddle, Keith 0
15 Becker, Martha 1
16 Rhoades, France| 1
17 Heath, John 1
18 Heath, Denise 1 upscale lights

on path
19 Wiggins, Mark 1 I safety
20 Daniels, Albert 1
21 Daniels, Jane - 1
22 1
23 Heaton, Debbie | . 1
SUM | 16
TOTAL RESP 22
' : _ 72.73%

Ranked Features

Rural Setting

Distinctive Trees

Landscaped Areas

Notable Estates

Bicycle Route

Community Interest / Adopt-A-Highway




W\ Delaware Department
of Transportation

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
CHOPTANK ROAD (DELAWARE S.R. 15)

Bethel Church Road to Bunker Hill Road

ALTERNATES WORKSHOP
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2001

1. _Which proposed typical section do you prefer? (Please ¢ One)
Alternate A (2-11’ Travel Lanes, 2-5’ Shoulders)
Alternate B (2-11’ Travel Lanes, 2-2’ Shoulders, Separate Bicycle Path)

Neither
Comments:

2. Do you have concerns about the proposed roadway alignment? If so, please

describe the location and your concern.

Comments:

3. Do you like the roundabouts proposed for the Choptank Road intersections?

Bethel Church Road Yes / No (Please Circle)
Churchtown Road Yes / No (Please Circle)
Bunker Hill Road Yes / No (Please Circle)
Comments:

4. Which of the following features within the community are important to you?
{1 = most important)

Distinctive Trees Bicycle Route

Landscaped Areas
Notable Estates Other
Rural Setting

Community Interest / Adopt-A-Highway

Comments:




5. Do you have any additional comments?

Your comments and opinions are very important. All information that you provide on
this form will be carefully reviewed by the Department of Transportation. Under
state law, this survey form is public domain and, if requested, a copy of it must be
provided to the public or media. Thank you for your participation and contributions
to this important fransportation project in Delaware.

PLEASE PRINT
Please provide the following information if you would like to have someone from the

Department of Transportation contact you directly to discuss your comments. Thank
you.

NAME
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

(fold here)

. Delaware Department of Transportation
External Affairs — Choptank Road
P.O. Box 778 _
Dover, Delaware 19903

(staple or tape here)



\\Delaware Department

A

of Transportation

CHOPTANK ROAD (DELAWARE S.R. 15)

Bethel Church Road to Bunker Hill Road

PUBLIC WORKSHOP NO. 3
MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2001

SUMMARY

Sampling of Issues from the March 6, 2001 Alternates Workshop

Issue

Response

Improvements will encourage
higher speeds and more truck
traffic.

The roadway alignment was modified to maintain more of the
curves that exist today while providing the required design.
Roundabouts at the intersections of Bethel Church, Churchtown
and Bunker Hill Roads deter truck traffic and help to slow driving
speeds.

Adding roundabouts at all of the
intersections will restrict access
for those vehicles that need it
such as farm equipment and
horse trailers.

The roundabouts are designed to discourage truck traffic by making
the movement around it more difficult yet provide continued mobility
to those users mentioned. These vehicles should have little trouble
using the intersections if travelling at a slow speed as intended. The
comments received on the questionnaire showed overwhelming
support for the roundabouts at all three locations.

Keep the rural setting.

The alternates were modified to reduce impacts on the adjacent
properties. Urban design elements such as sidewalks and closed
drainage systems are not planned along the roadway. Pavement
widening has also been minimized.

Can truck restrictions continue?

Truck restrictions on this public road are based on the existing
roadway conditions. When the roadway is improved, the reasons for
the restrictions will no longer exist. If residents observe and report
increases in through truck traffic after the roadway improvements
are in place, DelDOT will study the effects and consider appropriate
restrictions.

Can you simply repair and
resurface the existing pavement
only?

Choptank Road (Delaware S.R. 15) is designated as Bicycle Rte 1.
The roadway needs to be widened to safely accommodate
bicyclists as well as provide at least minimum roadway design
standards for this type facility such as lane widths and drainage
control.

Who will maintain the
landscaping along the project
and at the roundabouts?

DelDOT does not have the resources to properly perform landscape
maintenance much beyond roadside mowing. If the community
seeks landscaping treatments which require a greater level of care
and maintenance, agreements are needed with community groups
to perform this. Landscape beds may be designed to meet the
capabilities of the local groups who agree to maintain them. Within
the roundabouts, a low maintenance design will be used due to the
limited access and safety concerns.




g\ Delaware Department
vamr  of Transportation

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
CHOPTANK ROAD (DELAWARE S.R. 15)

Bethel Church Road to Bunker Hill Road

PUBLIC WORKSHOP NO. 3
MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2001

1. Did you attend:
Public Workshop No. 1 on November 15, 2000 Yes / No
Public Workshop No. 2 on March 6, 2001 Yes/ No

2. _In your opinion, have the goals established at the beginning of the project been

met? Please explain.

Goal: Provide a safer roadway for vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian traffic.
Met Goal? Yes/No

Goal: Preserve and enhance the natural character of the area.
Met Goal? Yes/No

Goal: Promote a sense of place and community.
Met Goal? Yes/No

3. In your opinion, have the concerns of the community been addressed? Please

explain.

4. In your opinion, what aspects of the project do you wish were done differently?

(over)



5. Was the project study team effective in presenting the project to you?

6. Do you have any additional commenis?

(Fold here)

Delaware Department of Transportation
External Affairs — Choptank Road

P.O. Box 778

Dover, Delaware 19903

(Fold here. Please staple or tape before mailing.)

Your comments and opinions are very important. All information that you provide on this form will

be carefully reviewed by the Department of Transportation. Under state law, this survey form is

public domain and, if requested, a copy of it must be provided to the public or media. Thank you
for your participation and contributions fo this important fransportation project in Delaware.

Please provide the following information if you would like to have someone from the

Department of Transportation contact you directly to discuss your comments. Thank you.

NAME
DAYTIME TELEPHONE




ame

Choptank Road (Delaware S.R.15)
Bethel Church Road to Bunker Hill
Public Information Workshop Responses Summary
Monday, June 4, 2001

Goals Met

Safer
Roadway

Preserve
character

Y N ¥ N

loomfield. Bill

aton, Kathleen

ozak, Robert

urych, Kevin

cGuigan, David

orris, Bud

unley, Susan

unley, Thomas

atterson, Tammy

ottina, Mike

nonymous 1

nonymous 2

SUM
TOTAL RESP

15011 11 11

0% | 82% 27% [ 55%

Concerns Addressed

11
64%

Done Differently

Effective
Presentation

Truck
Restrictions

Signage/
Signals

9

1

9

64%

100%

Additional
Comments




STATE OF DELAWARE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

800 BAY ROAD
P.O, Box 778
DOVER, DELAWARE 19903
NATHAN HAYWARD II1
SECRETARY

October 3, 2001

Property Owner
Near or Along Choptank Road
New Castle

Dear Sir/Madam;

To further the planning of improvements to Choptank Road, the Department of
Transportation needs additional information about environmentally sensitive areas that
could be affected by this project. Within the next few months, a team hired by the
Department from McCormick, Taylor and Associates will be conducting field surveys to
gather the needed information, primarily concerning historic and archeological resources.
As explained in the enclosed brochure, the archeological survey will require some
disturbance of soils, and may necessitate trespassing on your property.

The legal authority to conduct such surveys is Title 17 Del. Code, section
132(c)(13). Please be aware that the Department is responsible under this law to;
minimize the disturbance, restore disturbed areas to the extent practical, and for any
damages that may occur.

Your informed consent, cooperation, and assistance is greatly appreciated. If you
have concerns or input concerning this matter, please contact me at (302) 760-2124.

Sincerely,

A. Charles Altevogt
Project Manager, Corridor Studies

Enclosure:
ACA:ca

CC: Don Weber, Assistant Director, Planning /\\
L—""’ DelDOT =—

Paul Welsh, Manager, Corridor Studies
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